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Different systems for 

different uses



Food and nutritional

challenges

• Over 800 Million are hungry

• 2 Billion people micronutrient deficient

• Population will reach 9,3 B in 2050

• Context of changing climate conditions

• 5% growth per annum of fruit markets in Africa

for next ten years

• Over 1,2 B people practice agroforestry

worldwide



Food availability
Cultivating a wider variety of tree species 

makes fruits available year-round, during 

the ‘hunger gap’ and allow encountering 

the nutritional needs of people

Food accessibility
Economic access to food through income 

generated by the production of 

agroforestry products 

Food system stability 
Ecosystem services performed by trees 

enhance the resilience of food 

production systems, also supporting 

staple crop yields

Food use
Providing food for home consumption, as 

well as charcoal and woodfuel for proper 

processing and cooking of food

The four pillars of food

security



Agroforestry’s contribution 

to food security
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Fodder for 

livestock

Dairy in East Africa: 

1 cow + 500 fodder

trees = 60-115 

USD/year increase



Agroforestry’s contribution 

to food security

Coffee in Tanzania:  

loss of 137 kg/ha for 

every 1°C rise in 

minimum 

temperature

Shade for crops
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Nutritious

foods

Indigenous trees: 

Baobab fruits 150-

500 mg per 100g of 

vitamin C (orange 

51mg)



Agroforestry’s contribution 

to food security

Income

generation

Profits in India: 2,5/3 

fold increase for 

producers planting

Eucalyptus or Poplar
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Agroforestry’s contribution 

to food security

Energy

purposes

Woodfuel: 1 in 3 

households use 

wood as primary

energy for cooking
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Agroforestry’s contribution 

to food security

Efficient Water 

filtration and 

use

More efficient use  

of available water in 

the soil

Food 

availability

Food system 

stability

Food 

accessibility

Food 

use



Charting the benefits

Source: CPF and IUFRO. Forests, Trees and Landscapes for Food 
Security and Nutrition: A Global Assessment Report. IUFRO World 
Series Volume 33. Baskar VIRA et al. (ed). 2015, 29.



International attention to 

agroforestry

Despite this, agroforestry is not sufficiently recognized in 

national strategies.



Barriers to the adoption of 

agroforestry

Policy shortcomings prevent upscaling of agroforestry

• Insecure tenure

• Lack of intersectoral coordination

• Inadequate services for smallholders

• The gender gap

• Lack of data, limited use of existing knowledge



The way forward

Advancing Agroforestry on the policy agenda – A guide for decision-makers

An FAO-CATIE-CIRAD-ICRAF collaboration 

http://www.fao.org/forestry/9469/en/

Key messages:

1. Spread the word

2. Revise the context

3. Secure the land

4. Create a new approach

5. Organize and synergize

6. Provide incentives

7. Develop markets

8. Communicate the know-how

9. Include the stakeholder

10. Govern wisely



FAO’s work

Four main areas of work for agroforestry

• Putting information within reach and 

supporting the transition to sustainable

agriculture

• Strengthening political will and sharing 

policy expertise

• Bringing knowledge to the field

• Supporting countries prevent and 

mitigate risks



FAO projects

Republic of Nauru: Household Integrated 

Agro-forestry and Food Crops Production

1. Facilitate household engagement in agro-forestry to 

improve nutrition, food security and sustainable 

livelihoods. 

2. Contribute to improving the overall soil structure of 

the island.

Honduras & Guatemala: Climate-Smart 

Agroforestry

1. Improve knowledge and awareness civil society and 

government institutions.

2. Enhance sustainable productivity and conservation of 

soil and water.



In conclusion

Agroforestry can reinforce the four pillars of 

food security

For this potential to become real, there is a 

need to act:
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• on the enabling environment

• to stregthen technical capacity

• to raise awareness



Questions?
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