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1.1 EURAF’S WORK WITHIN THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION CIVIL DIALOGUE GROUPS
EURAF has started to participate in 7 of the 13 Civil Dialogue Groups (CDG), set up in
autumn this year by DG AGRI. The CDG’s which we participate in are: Arable Crops,
Common Agricultural Policy, Direct Payments and Greening, Environment and Climate
Change, Forestry and Cork, Organic Farming, and Rural Development. We have a total of
14 seats on these CDGs, making EURAF the joint 12th most represented of the
68 organisations which are members of these groups.
Three subgroup meetings of the Arable CDG have taken place since September 2014.
EURAF was able to include agroforestry as part of the strategic agenda of the Arable CDG for
the next 7 years. One issue tackled was how to raise the profile of agroforestry within the
definition of the ‘minor uses’ in pesticide regulations. In Regulation (EEC) No. 1307/213 this is:
”(a) crops not widely grown in a member state or (b) crops widely grown to meet an
exceptional plant protection need.” EURAF suggested that the proposed Coordination Facility
on minor uses, and the recently established ERA-Net on Integrated Pest Management, should
consider agroforestry systems, and a) the difficulties these offer for spraying regulations, and
b) the opportunities that herbaceous strips offer for biological pest control. Officers of the
Directorate-General for Health and Consumers (DG SANCO) felt that the special
circumstances of agroforestry could be considered within existing definitions, and that
temporary derogations were possible for collaborative trials with farmers.
The first meeting of the Direct Payments and Greening CDG considered a Guidance
Document on the Land Parcel Identification System, from DG AGRI staff, which defines many
of the details needed to monitor implementation of the new CAP. It clarifies Regulation (EEC)
No. 1307/213 Article 4(1)(h), which extends the 2009 definition of Permanent Grassland, and
now "may include other species such as shrubs and/or trees which can be grazed provided
that the grasses and other herbaceous forage remain predominant".
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"‘grasses or other herbaceous forage’ should cover more than 50% of the eligible area
of the agricultural parcel of permanent grassland (see Art.6 of Reg. (EEC)
No. 639/2014), and



the features ‘which can be grazed’ should be actually accessible to farm animals for
grazing for their full area.” (underlining in the original)

EURAF has written a letter (following up on an earlier Position Paper) questioning this
‘understanding’ and pointing out that the grazing of animals on fruit and nuts is a vital practice
in many parts of Europe, together with the feeding of livestock on branches and edible leaves
which are pruned or pollarded from multi-purpose trees.
At the first meeting of the Climate Change and Environment Group, EURAF was able to stress
the importance of agroforestry for a) carbon-sequestration, b) control of atmospheric pollution
in towns, c) filtration of ammonia and NOx emissions from agricultural point-sources like
chicken units and cow sheds, and d) uptake of nitrate using the safety-net of tree roots in
agroforestry plantations and riparian strips.
Source: Rosa Mosquera, Adolfo Rosati, Gerry Lawson, Jabier Ruiz, November 2014.
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The Guidance Document ‘understands’ this sentence to mean that:

1.2 EURAF’S POSITION PAPER ON THE DRAFT GUIDANCE DOCUMENT ON THE LAND PARCEL
IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM UNDER ARTICLES 5, 9 AND 10 OF COMMISSION DELEGATED
REGULATION (EU) NO. 640/2014.
Extract Please follow the link for the full version
 All trees, including chestnut trees and oak trees, should be considered as
grazable trees and should be part of the eligible area
EURAF is deeply concerned by the following provision: “chestnut trees and oak trees, even if
their fruits are used on the ground for foraging farm animals, are not considered as species
which can be grazed. They should thus be considered under the rules of Art. 9 and Art. 10 of
R.640/2014”. (point 2.4.1 - In relation to the definition of permanent grassland).
EURAF thinks that all trees, including chestnut and oak trees, should be considered as
grazable trees when they are an essential part of the forage resources of silvopastoral
systems. For instance, in the Dehesa region, there is roughly 1 million hectare of holmoak where livestock gets roughly half of the forage from the trees (acorns and browse).
The current provision would exclude numerous silvopastoral systems, commonly
recognized as being environmentally, economically and socially important.
 The size of the features and trees should not be a criteria for determining the
eligible area using the pro-rata
EURAF disagrees with the following provision: “Ineligible features and trees with a size above
100m² which are inaccessible for grazing animals (i.e. there is no obvious access to animals)
should be delineated in the LPIS reference layer and deducted from the MEA of the RP
beforehand and they should be excluded when applying the pro-rata system.” (point 2.6.2
Determination of the eligible area using the pro-rata)
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EURAF is convinced that trees and shrubs should be eligible when they either provide
forage resources (or when marketable fruits are harvested) or when they do not prevent
the growth of pasture underneath. Furthermore, when the pro-rata system is applied,
the size of the trees should not matter. The current provision will notably exclude large
trees that are important for tree regeneration, animal shelter, biodiversity and soil
protection (erosion, soil fertility…) etc.
Source: Mélanie Lamaison, AliénorEU, 13 October 2014.

OF THE

Please follow the link for the full letter, addressed to Markus Holzer, Head of Unit H3
“European network and monitoring of rural development policy”, DG Agriculture, European
Commission

November 20, 2014

Newsletter 6/2014

1.3 REQUEST TO INCLUDE AGROFORESTRY IN THE LIST OF THEMATIC PRIORITIES
EUROPEAN NETWORK FOR THE RURAL DEVELOPMENT FOR THE PERIOD 2014-2020

Dear Mr. Holzer,
As President of the European Agroforestry Federation - EURAF -, I am taking the liberty of
writing to you in order to ask for the inclusion of agroforestry as a thematic priority for the
European Rural Development Network for the period 2014 - 2020.
With 250 members from 18 different European countries, EURAF promotes the use of trees
on farms and in pastures throughout Europe’s many different environments. Information about
these systems and why they are advantageous is available here.
Agroforestry, the practice of adding trees to farmland, is a suite of land management systems
uniquely qualified to combine high agricultural productivity with strong environmental
objectives. Hundreds of studies document that adding trees to fields and pastures boosts
overall productivity and generates additional biomass, and thus potentially boosts incomes.
These systems offer a suite of other benefits useful to farmers, either because they increase
land quality (trees in fields maintain and restores soils, they limit wind and water erosion), or
because they reduce certain costs (fertilizer and phytosanitation use can be lower). Other
benefits are valuable public goods, too: enhanced carbon capture, increased biodiversity
protection, and water purification and percolation are the most obvious ones.
Rather than replacing existing agricultural practices, agroforestry enhances their productivity,
sustainably boosting farmers’ incomes.
Agroforestry, uniquely located at the crossroads between the agro-ecological, socio-economic
and innovation aspects of European agriculture, is poised to play a growing role in the
sustainable development of our rural areas.
Its potential is increasingly being recognized. In the new programming period 2014 - 2020, the
establishment of agroforestry systems will be supported by Article 23 of the
EU Regulation 1305/2013 on rural development. And this past January, the Commission
Communication for the 2030 Climate Framework highlighted the major role agroforestry will
play as a mitigation tool. These broad guidelines now need to be confirmed, strengthened and
further supported by networking and knowledge sharing actions.
That is why, we believe that including agroforestry in the activities of the European Rural
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Development Network is essential to allow Europe to make the most of the opportunities to
develop an agriculture that can fulfil the sometimes conflicting needs for productivity, rural
livelihoods, and environmental protection.
We thank you in advance for the attention you will bring to our request.
Yours sincerely,
Maria Rosa Mosquera-Losada, EURAF President
Source: Mélanie Lamaison, AliénorEU, 1 October 2014.

2.1 AGROFORESTRY IN HUNGARY
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2 REGIONAL AGROFORESTRY NEWS
Agroforestry as a concept is generally not
well known in Hungary, despite of the fact
that it has been used for centuries. Trees
were regularly planted on farms in historic
times - whether as plantations on low-lying
areas, as aids to animals on pastures or in
lines along streams and roads. Later-on the
purposeful installation of shelterbelts in
large-scale farming became common
practice.
Fig. 1: Agroforesty helps to maintain traditional
Thanks to a large state financed program on livestock, eg. Hungarian Great Grey Cattle.
'protective
woodlands',
the
use
of Kölked, Baranya County, Hungary (photo by Anna Varga)
windbreaks increased significantly in the
60s and 70s. The aims of the program were to increase domestic agricultural productivity, and
wood production, and decrease Hungary’s dependence on wood imports.1, 2
However, after a while, concerns over insect pests of crops caused most shelterbelts to be
removed from large-scale farms. Following land privatization, the landscape of the Hungarian
Great Plain had undergone a structural transformation, resulting in more diversified land use,
with many small fields, and some large estates. Privatization has not caused the area of forest
belts to increase and the former area (35.000 ha) has decreased by around 50 %.3
Wood pastures and wood meadows are also traditional landuse systems in Hungary, and
around 5.500 ha remain today. This area is small compared to historical times. The main tree
species are oak, wild pear, beech, hornbeam, ash and willow.4
In Hungary the proportion of agricultural lands (croplands, gardens, pastures, orchards,
vineyards and grasslands - is 66 % of the total territory, with around 19 % forest.5 Nowadays,
85 % of the total agricultural area is classified 'agro-environmentally sensitive'.6 and 'agroenvironment' and 'rural development' have become hot issues in the recent years in Hungary.
Among others technologies, the implementation of agroforestry may be a possible way of to
increase the social-economic and environmental sustainability of the Hungarian countryside.
Hungary had a leading position in the implementation of the EU Measure 222 (First
Establishment of Agroforestry on Agricultural Land) in Europe).7 This Measure was intended
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to contribute to the objectives of sustainable and
environmentally sound land management by
establishing new land use systems combining
extensive agricultural and forestry. In Hungary
more than 900 ha of newly established
agroforestry areas - mainly wooded grasslands have resulted from the implementation of this
measure.
There is also a growing interest of farmers and
conservationists in traditional silvopastoral
systems. This highlights the importance of
Fig. 2: Agroforestry system with poplar for ener- traditional
ecological knowledge of the
gy purposes. Tata, Hungary (photo by Béla Marosvölgyi) agroforestry systems.
Furthermore new research projects have started in recent years which recognizing the
important role of protective forest belts/windbreaks, and the potential of alley-cropping
systems.
The aims of these projects are:
 to develop a model for the design and construction of forest belts by the combination of
digital modelling and field sampling with analytical methods;
 to examine and develop windbreaks and shelter belt systems;
 to study and develop agroforestry Fig. 3: Young alley cropping system.
technologies
under
domestic Bács-Kiskun County, Hungary (photo by Andrea Vityi)
circumstances in cooperation with local
farmers. (This will also contribute to the
EU AGFORWARD research project on
agroforestry).
From 2014, agroforestry appears among the
“determinative research and development
subjects” of the Ministry of Rural Development.
The development and initiatives of recent years
described above show that agroforestry is
gaining popularity again in Hungary.
Edited by: Andrea Vityi, EURAF National
Delegate for Hungary, August 2014.
References
1 Gál,J.(1961). The effects of shelter belts on wind velocity. Publications of forestry Science. Mezőgazdasági
Kiadó. 1961/2: 5-66.
2 Gál,J.et al.(1963). A mezőgazdasági terméshozamok növekedése az erdősávok védelmében. Scientific
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European Agroforestry Conference. 4-6 June 2014, Cottbus, Germany. Book of Abstracts.p. 201-203
5 Központi Statisztikai Hivatal – Hungarian Central Statistical Office (2012): A mezőgazdaság területi jellemzői,
2010
6 Láng,I.,Csete,L. and Jolánkai,M. (2007.) A globális klímaváltozás: hazai hatások és válaszok. A VAHAVA
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With wide-spaced agroforestry plantations it’s more necessary than in conventional forestry to
use the best quality planting stock. EU Council Directive 1999/105 on the marketing of Forest
Reproductive Material introduces a coloured labelling scheme (in Article 14.6) and identifies
four colours which suppliers should use for their labels or documentation. However 1999/105
is only a 'Directive', which means that it need not be applied in all member states.
EURAF wants to collate information from your country on the implementation of this
Directive - if you have information please email Gerry Lawson.


YELLOW means ‘source identified’ reproductive material - i.e. plants derived from a
seed source or stand located within a single 'region of provenance' which meet the
requirements of Annex II (the origin, altitude-range and native or non-native should be
stated).



GREEN means ‘selected’ reproductive material - i.e. plants should be from a stand
located within a single region of provenance, which has been phenotypically selected
at the population level and which meets the requirements set out in Annex III (selected
according to stated aims including characteristics such as origin, isolation, effective
size of population, age and development, uniformity, adaptedness, volume production,
wood quality, form or growth habit).



PINK means ‘qualified’ reproductive material - plants should be from base material
which is seed orchards, parents of families, clone or clonal mixtures, the components
of which have been phenotypically selected at the individual level and which meet the
requirements set out in Annex IV (which relate to the management and documentation
of seed orchards, parents of families, clones and clonal mixtures).



BLUE means ‘tested’ reproductive material. - i.e. plants derived from basic material
consisting of stands, seed orchards, parents of families, clones or clonal mixtures,
where the superiority of the reproductive material has been demonstrated by
comparative testing or from a genetic evaluation of the components of the basic
material. The plants should meet stringent quality requirements set out in Annex V
(which defines the methodology for the tests and genetic evaluations).

In the UK has guidance has been produced and an Act of Parliament was passed called
"Forest Reproductive Material (Great Britain) Regulation 2002" which uses the four colours
above, but leaves the choice of using them to individual nurseries.
In Spain, Gerardo Moreno has confirmed that the colours used are similar, i.e.: 'non-identified'
(white), 'non-tested garden' (pink); 'identified' (yellow); 'selected' (green); 'controlled' (blue).
In France, Fabien Liagre and Frédérique Santi have indicated that all the 5 categories
(colours) are used. Please follow the link for more details.
Source: Gerry Lawson, EURAF Deputy President, 22 October 2014.
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3. FEATURED FARM: AGROFORESTRY ON CONTOUR SWALES IN FLANDERS:
VENTURING INTO AQUACULTURE?
On the hillside of
the Rodeberg in
Westouter
the
organic
cattle
farmer Rik Delhaye
started establishing
swales
on
his
pasture
land.
Swales combine an
on-contour
ditch
with a downslope
berm.
On
the
ditches he installs a
polyculture system
consisting
of
different
storeys,
from vegetables to Fig. 4: Swale or ditch-berm structure in Heuvelland, Flanders established in late
berries to high-stem spring 2014 on a pasture, with high-stem apple trees and understory of
strawberries. Photo: Wervel.be CC BY-NC-ND 2.0
fruit trees.
The swales reduce erosion to zero: the landscape can rehydrate again and nutrients stay on
the land. The water retention capacity on the landscape increases which enables venturing
into land-based aquaculture.
Step one: create farmland out of thin air
For a swale to function properly, the berm needs to be uncompacted. So how does one go
about building a swale? Any earth-moving tool will do: a bulldozer with a loading bucket (aka
drott), a spade, or anything in between. First, get exact measures of the site’s contours using
a laser/dumpy level or a simple A-frame. Then demarcate them with pegs or a lime line.
You’re ready to dig.
First benefit: the ditch-berm structure act as a crease that slightly enlarges the area of the
field. Congratulations! You’ve just created farmland out of nothing.
Step two: problem water turns to solution
On sloping land, agriculture often leads to erosion. Soil particles and nutrients are washed
downslope by the power of the water running unconstrained off the hill. The consequences
are dire: groundwater levels, starved of infiltration, drop, while rivers, overloaded by the
resulting floods, escape their banks. Roads become slippery with mud, drains clogged with
silt. Valuable topsoil, sometimes charged with toxic phytosanitary products, disappears. And
climate change won’t help: more frequent floods and droughts are to be expected.
Degrading fields, drying out, producing ever less food. Polluted rivers. Flooded towns. Is that
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Step three: agro-ecologically intensify the berm
The berm you’ve built must be of loose soil, ideally with the original topsoil placed on top, to
increase drainage - and rooting. That berm becomes a perfect habitat for a great variety of
annual and perennial crops. Key will be trees. They anchor the berm, and act like a free water
pump: their roots facilitate the infiltration of water during rainfall and lift it up hydraulically
during dry periods, to the benefit of anything else growing on that berm. Use that favourable
environment by planting vegetables, herbs or berries between them. Increase your income by
choosing half- or high stem fruit trees. One tip: start cultivating your berm with a leguminous
crop. It’ll suppress weeds and build up humus.
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the future? Thankfully, it doesn’t need to be that way. The low-tech swale can be part of the
answer.
During heavy rainfall, excess water will accumulate in the ditch and immediately start
infiltrating the berm. This recharges groundwater, helping plants withstand longer periods of
drought. It means less water in the rivers, so fewer floods. And it stops erosion in its tracks:
any topsoil carried off by a downpour is trapped by the swale’s ditch and deposited there.
When water is seen as a resource, it becomes obvious that it should flow as slowly as
possible through the landscape.

Step four: welcome back aquaculture
After some years, your swales will have recharged so much groundwater that you can go for
the next step: aquaculture! Dig a few ponds in low-lying areas. Fed by the swale
infrastructure, they will remain permanently filled with water - a great (and free!) drinking water
source for grazing animals. Now that you’re getting the hang of things, you can become more
ambitious.
Those swale ditches don’t just
capture water, but also topsoil
and nutrients, thanks to which a
whole host of microscopic
creatures soon colonize the
water. If you feed that water to
your ponds, add some crayfish.
They’ll love it. (This was common
practice for centuries, as the
picture on the right attests).
You can aim higher: move up the
aquatic food chain and put carp
or even zander into your ponds.
The result will be a farm that has
diversified away from a single
crop and now produces fruit,
meat and fish in addition to its
Fig. 5: Crayfish, carp and other fish have been raised in
main crop. That means extra
Flemish village ponds for centuries. (Huntres in the snow,
income - and a buffer against
Pieter Bruegel, 1565)
swinging commodity prices.
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Edited by: Jeroen Watté, Wervel
vzw, Patrick Worms, World
Agroforestry
Center,
13 Nov
2014.
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Step five: bask in everyone’s
approval
Because they are biodiverse
lines in monotonous fields, your
swales will naturally act like
newly created nature corridors.
Expect more pest-eating birds,
pollinating insects… and natureloving tourists, who will be ripe to
buy some of your farms’ local
production. And from fruits to
crayfish to meat, you’ll have
something to satisfy every palate.

Fig. 6: Rik Delhaye, farmer in Westouter, Heuvelland,
Flanders, Belgium

4. MISCELLANEOUS
Wanted: Good practices, inspiring and innovative applications in agroforestry!
In the framework of the agroforestry project “An Economically Profitable Answer to the
Demand for Agro-Ecological Production Methods” in Flanders, we are looking for international
pioneers in agroforestry. Do you know good examples and inspiring or innovative agroforestry
plantations in the proximity of Flanders then please let us know. We particularly think about
the Walloon region, Luxembourg, Northern France, Western Germany and the Netherlands.
The idea we have is to organize study visits to inspiring agroforestry systems with a small
groups of farmers. In this way we want to facilitate social learning and the exchange of
practical experience among pioneers in agroforestry.
Suggestions are welcome at info at agroforestryvlaanderen.be
Source: Pieter Verdonckt, Belgium, 14 November 2014.

Online agenda with agroforestry events throughout Europe
Please support EURAF building an online agenda with agroforestry events throughout
Europe, as conferences, demonstration events, or field visits. Are you aware of any activities?
Please forward information to EURAF.
Source: Anja Chalmin, EURAF staff, November 2014.
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Contact us:
EURAF‘s Executive Committee (euraf at agroforestry.eu)
President:
Deputy-President:
Secretary:
Deputy Secretary:
Treasurer:
Deputy Treasurer:

Maria Rosa Mosquera Losada, Spain
Gerry Lawson, UK
Jeroen Watté, Belgium
Adolfo Rosati, Italy
Sylvène Laborie-Roussel, France
Joana Amaral Paulo, Portugal

mrosa.mosquera.losada at usc.es
gerrylawson at ntlworld.com
jeroen at wervel.be
adolfo.rosati at entecra.it
sylvene.laborieroussel at gmail.com
joanaap at sa.ulisboa.pt

Belgium
Czech Republic
France
Germany
Greece
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EURAF’s National Delegates and Sub-Delegates

Hungary
Italy
Kosovo
Poland
Portugal
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
The Netherlands
UK

Bert Reubens
Bohdan Lojka
election results awaited
Norbert Lamersdorf
Heinrich Spiecker
Konstantinos Mantzanas
Anastasia Pantera
Andrea Vityi
Andrea Pisanelli
Sami Kryeziu
Robert Borek
João HN Palma
Gerardo Moreno
Johanna Björklund
Felix Herzog
Mareike Jäger
Mark Vonk
Emiel Anssems
Jo Smith
Mike Strachan

bert.reubens at ilvo.vlaanderen.be
lojka at ftz.czu.cz

Jabier Ruiz Mirazo
Anja Chalmin

jruizmirazo at gmail.com
euraf at agroforestry.eu

nlamers at gwdg.de
instww at uni-freiburg.de
konman at for.auth.gr
panteranatasa at gmail.com
vityi.andrea at gmail.com
andrea.pisanelli at ibaf.cnr.it
sami.kryeziu at agrovet-ks.com
rborek at iung.pulawy.pl
joaopalma at isa.ulisboa.pt
gmoreno at unex.es
johanna.bjorklund at oru.se
felix.herzog at art.admin.ch
Mareike.Jaeger at agridea.ch
mark at duinboeren.nl
emiel at duinboeren.nl
jo.s at organicresearchcentre.com
mike.strachan at forestry.gsi.gov.uk

EURAF Staff
Policy Officer
Project Manager

This is your newsletter! If there’s anything you think should be included, please pass
suggestions to euraf at agroforestry.eu for inclusion in the next issue.
This newsletter is carried out in collaboration with the European AGFORWARD Project.
Editorial Committee: Rosa Mosquera Losada, Gerry Lawson, Jeroen Watté, Adolfo Rosati,
Sylvène Laborie-Roussel, Joana Amaral Paulo, Bert Reubens, Bohdan Lojka, Norbert
Lamersdorf, Heinrich Spiecker, Konstantinos Mantzanas, Anastasia Pantera, Andrea Vityi,
Andrea Pisanelli, Sami Kryeziu, Robert Borek, João Palma, Gerardo Moreno, Johanna
Björklung, Felix Herzog, Mareike Jäger, Mark Vonk, Emiel Anssems, Jo Smith, Mike Strachan
Person in charge of the newsletter: Anja Chalmin
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